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of America affect their assimilation and language acquisition. Findings are 
based on ethnographic research currently being conducted by the author 
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California, Los Angeles; and the University of Southern California infor-
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native and nonnative students of writing. This approach is suggested, not 
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This paper develops practical applications of the author’s 1983 work, which 
used discourse analysis to compare textbooks providing practical scien-
tific knowledge for ninth grade general science. The author collected data 
on the reading comprehension of 72 subjects (30 nonnative and 42 native 
English-speaking students) on the same passages. Her research considered 
readability of textbooks on three planes: (1) usage, (2) use, and (3) interac-
tion. The main implication derived from the study is that both nonnative 
and native English readers will greatly benefit from instructional materials 
and teaching strategies that provide multiple access to science information. 
This supports the research findings of Cummins (1981, 1982), Krashen 
(1981,1982), Widdowson (1978,1979), Long (1982,1985), and Long and 
Sati (1983) on sheltering (contextualizing), higher level questioning, au-
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ence on community college campuses throughout California. Because the 
need for ESL was at first regarded as temporary and because its growth has 
been so rapid, there has been little opportunity to assess the progress and 
prospects of students and programs. This study follows 1,000 students en-
tering a credit ESL program over 10 semesters—from fall, 1982 to spring, 
1987. It also examines the overall demographic trends of the program. Fi-
nally, it makes recommendations primarily to ensure equity in issues af-
fecting ESL programs.
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second language programs conducted in spring, 1985 under the auspices 
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ers of students beyond the beginner’s level, need to be aware of the source 
of these errors so that they can distinguish them from other types of gram-
matical errors and more effectively help their students to overcome them.

CATESOL EXCHANGE

Using Classroom Space: From Traditional Rows to Musical Chairs........ 101
Elizabeth Leite

Teachers’ and Administrators’ Concerns
About the TOEFL Test of Written English.......................................... 105
Alice M. Roy

Tips on Working Effectively With a Multi-Cultural Workforce............... 109
Paul M. Kameny

REVIEWS

Interactive Reading  by Suzanne Salimbene............................................... 113
Reviewed by Carolyn Baker

Strategies for Readers
—Book 1 and  Book 2 by Christine Pearson Casanave...................... 117
Reviewed by Denise Murray


