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explores current trends in adult ESL curriculum development
focused on the task of “career readiness.” Drawing on NortonPeirce’s (1995, 1997) concept of “investment” in second language
learning, research for this study poses the question of curriculum
relevance to student aspirations, implicating aspects of learner
identity and various modes of belonging. The study contributes to
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English language as a mode of resistance and empowerment for
Cambodian refugees in the US. Finally, in detailing the power of
oral history to bridge generational, linguistic, and global divides,
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classroom practices, frequently advocated by second language
acquisition theorists, may be misunderstood or misused in general education classrooms. For example, respecting students by
giving them the choice to speak or be silent can negatively affect
English learners’ opportunities to acquire language, subject-area
content knowledge, and social status as knowers. Second, many
general education teachers believe they are unprepared to help
English learners develop English or subject-area content skills
and knowledge. Their lack of preparation can present obstacles
for English learners. The author contends that structured, inclusive discussion can benefit English learners’ cognitive, academic,
linguistic, and social development, while unstructured, open discussion compromises learning opportunities for all students.
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In this qualitative study, I examine the intersections of learner
identity, power, and language through the experiences and insights of Latina/o 2nd-generation middle-class children who occupy a unique positionality between the discourses surrounding
bilingual education. Through narrative inquiry, emerging bilingual middle-class students actualize nonbinary thinking, able to
depict identity as an inherently multifaceted process of construction. Their ways of knowing and experiences as language learners
ultimately shape an outsider-within space, rupturing traditional
binaries within bilingual education, namely EO/EL (English only
versus English learner) and class binaries. They also proffer queer
and cyber identities as additional salient variables that plow into
language identity. In the end, these learners frame the contradiction and nuance of language learner identity, not as one of struggle, but as one of differential agency, the ability to move in and
out of contradictory identities as both strong and advantageous
tactics.
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The PAR team for this case study, consisting of the university
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knowledge in a form of corrido (ballads) studies. In this process,
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through the examination of pre- and postwriting samples and
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